An Inſtance of Queen Elizaleth's Power of Diſpenſing 
with As of Parhament : Offerd to the Conſideration 
of the Gentlemen of the Univerſity of Cambridge. 


Together with ſome ©ueries thereupon. 


Ueen Elizabeth by Letters Patents dated 6® Aprilis, 29 of Her 

Reign, reciting an Ac of Parliament of the Firſt of Her 
ſaid Reign ,- and that the Common-Prayer was chereby En. 
ated to be uſed, Lingus vulgari, & vernaculs paſsim in Eccleſi; 
Anglican;, In the Vulgar and Mather-tongue throughout the Church of England, 
declares it to be lawful and permitted, by Her Auchoricy and Prero- 
gative Royal, aS Well to the Dean and Society of Chriſt-Church 
in Her Univerſity of Oxtord, as to the P2eſidents, Wardens, 
Rectozs, Maſters, and Societies of All and Every one of the 
Colleges of Cambridge, Oxford, Wincheſter, and Eaton, [ Licitum eſſe 
&- permiſſum, noſtra Autoricate & Privilegio Regali, tam Decano &<» Sodali- oh - \ 
tio Eccleſis Chriſti in Academia noſtr; O xonie, quam Preſidibus, Cuſtodibus, Re- 
foribus, Magiſtris, & Sodalitatibus, omnium e9- ſingulorum Colleziorum Cantabri- 
gie, Oxonie, Wintonie, & Etonie] to uſe publickly in their Churches 
and Chappels that Fo2m of P2ayer in Latin, appointed to 
be p2inted by Her Pzinter, and agreeing With the Engliſh 
2500k of Common PÞ2ayers then uled all over the Kingdom, 
with the Fozm of Burial of the Dead ; the afozeſaid Statute 
concerning the manner of Publick P2ayers. ( Wwhereof She 
had made mention ) publiſhed in the Firſt Pear of Her Reign, 
to the contrary notwithtanding. | Statuto io predifto, de rity 
Pablicarum Precum ( cujus ſupra mentionem fecimus ) anno primo Regni noſtri 
promulgato, in contrarium non obſtante.”] 


QUERIES 


I. Hether the King's Prerogative be not a (and the moſt principal 
V / one) of the Laws of the Kingdom ? 1B aig 


Il. Whether thoſe whoare bound by.Oath to obſerve the Laws 
of the Kingdom, are not conſequenily bound by the ſame Oath 
(as well as by that of Allegiance) to obſerve the Royal Prerogative, by obeying 
- whatever is commanded in vertue of it ? 

III. Conſequently, Whether a Law diſpenſed with by the King, can be of any 
force to oblige the Conſcience of one who hath ſworn to obſerve the Laws of the 
Kingdom, fo far asto juſtifie his Diſobedience to any Command of His Majeſty, 

only for its being contrary to that Law which is ſo diſpenſed with ? 

IV. Whether if Queen Elizabeth had Power to diſpenſe with AQts of Parliament, 
for the permitting the Colleges to uſe a Latin Common-Prayer Book, His-preſent 
Majeſty hath not likewiſe a Power to diſpenſe with AQts requiring ſuch Perſons as 


Jare made Maſters of Arts to take the Oaths of Allegiance and ? 
| gt 4 - Geatlemen of the 
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V. Whether His Majeſty have not reaſon to take it ill, that 

Univerſity queſtion His Power of Diſpenſing in fo trivial a Matter as the 
Maſter of Arts, when they neither queſtioned heretofore, nor do yet queſtion a like. 
Prerogative in Queen Elizabeth, and this in favour of ſo Popiſh a thing as Praying in 
Latin? 
* VI. Whether the Univerſity of Cambridge — the inalicnable Prerogative 
of Diſpenſation in the King, and yet Praying i» Latin by vertue of Queen Elizaberhs 
Letters Patents, contrary to an expreſs AQ of Parliament, and having, even without 
any LettersPatents, made ſeveral Mefters of Art without this Ceremony of Swear- 
ing, do not challenge to themſelves that Prerogative of Diſpenſation which they 
will not allow to the King ? 
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